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President & CEO Message

This year was a transformative one. As we all continued to reel from the
pandemic, now in its third year, supply chain disruptions, labor
shortages, and increasing costs brought new and unexpected challenges.
Utah Food Bank continued to see elevated need throughout the state
coupled with formidable increases in our food and fuel costs.

These circumstances forced a drastic retooling of Utah Food Bank’s vision
of the future. They required that we take a hard look at our distribution
model and realize that serving our growing population one truck at a time
was no longer possible. With this understanding, we laid the groundwork
for a multi-pronged expansion project to better serve Utahns
experiencing hunger. This project includes an expansion of both our Salt
Lake and St. George facilities, a new warehouse in Springville, a
warehouse and pantry in Blanding, and two food pantries on the Navajo
Nation. This year marked the beginning of these projects, and we hope
that within the next two fiscal years our expanded footprint will increase
efficiencies and enhance services across the state.

While this year started to look a bit more like pre-pandemic life, with
volunteers back in our building and most of our events back on the
calendar, we are still unsure what the future will bring for Utahns facing
hunger. Your ongoing support is as appreciated now as it ever has been
and will be crucial as we move forward with a new vision for Fighting
Hunger Statewide.



Year-End Snapshot

Utah Food Bank continues to expand as we strive to meet
the needs of people facing hunger across Utah. It's an
enormous endeavor, requiring the generosity, support and
dedication of many individuals and organizations. Here is
just a snapshot of what fiscal year 2022 looked like for us.
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Where do we get our food?

The Face of Hunger

Scarlet and her mom, Susan, are at a mobile pantry on a
windy Tuesday. Susan is a single mom with three children,
including Scarlett, a 5-year-old son and an 11-year-old
daughter.

“This helps in 800 different ways,” she says. “The kids
usually have breakfast and lunch at school but don’t during
the summer.” Susan was working as a survivors advocate
but recently lost her job. She’s hoping to get a new position
quickly, but in the meantime, the summer meals are
helping fill the gap.

“Just having this takes the pressure off my shoulders, even
for a minute. We fall into that middle ground where I was
making just too much for assistance but still struggling,”
she says.

Scarlet loves hanging out with her friends at the site — and
her mom uses that time to apply for jobs. “At least they have
this one meal,” Susan says as Scarlet bounds back up to the
picnic table with an apple, giggling and goofing off. “Look at
those little happy food dances,” Susan says as Scarlet hops
around. “Oh my goodness, that’s nice to see.”

Where do we get our money?
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Thank you for your support!

Utah Food Bank provides equal employment opportunities to all employees and applicants for employment and prohibits discrimination and
harassment of any type without regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, disability status, genetics, protected veteran status, sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other characteristic protected by federal, state or local laws.






